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Better World Cameroon (BWC) has just completed an 
Organizational Development Process started with Voluntary 
Service Overseas (VSO) Cameroon in 2009. Most of the work 
centered on building her Human Resource Development, IT 
Skills, Social Enterprise Operations and Business Planning 
focusing on resilient and regenerative endeavors, food 
sustainability, resource constraints and climate change.                                                                                               
At the same time some international organizations have been 
following the growth of BWC have this year enlisted BWC as 
member of their core groups on their outreach to Africa 
Programmes. Exploratory partnership talks are going on with 
Open World Villages-Stockholm, on Eco Village (OWV) ; 
Enabling Support Foundation (ESF) US, on Special Education; 
Community University Partnership Programme (CUPP) of the 
University of Brighton, UK, on Community-University 
Partnerships and Linking schools; World Family (WF) UK, on 
Food Security; ITSkill4RuralKenya on IT Skills for rural farmers; 
Genesis Solutions, Trinidad and Tobago, on IT; VSO Cameroon 
and Peace Corps, on Women Empowerment and girls 
education, Peace Corps Cameroon, on Agro forestry; UNICEF 
Cameroon, on Water Sanitation and Hygiene WASH; those 
already concluded with Ndanifor Gardens UK Trust, Nice 
Japan, Solidarite Jeunesse France and Voluntary Action for 
Peace VAP UK notwithstanding. 
This happy outcome means that we can now draw up 
successful partnership programmes and help secure funding.  
Consequently, Ndanifor Permaculture Eco Village NPE 
(entrepreneurship hub for women and girls) has been 
designed as a social enterprise start up with a participatory 
approach platform that will define the relationship between 
donors, development workers in Cameroon, partners and 
beneficiaries. We strongly believe the various project strands 
will have a catalytic effect in contributing to moving 
Cameroon from an agrarian economy to a knowledge-based 
economy by getting all people at community level involved. 
The Eco Village will consist of a women empowerment center 
and a youth an animation hall for girls training in leadership, 
civic social responsibility and participation in international 
youth exchange. 
It will also serve as BWC's Linking Resource Center for 

Cameroon One World Linking Association (COWLA) in the 

region linked to the Diaspora and offering Permaculture 

courses in: community forest management, market gardening 

(vegetable/mushroom and fruit growing), animal husbandry 
(cane rats, poultry, and piggery), landscape (inner-city-
scapes and urban tree planting), renewable energy systems 
and ICTs. 
The Eco Village will promote community action, capacity 
building, appropriate technology and community 
participation in the region and help deal with the effects of 
climate change setting precedence in a carbon economy, in 
diversity conservation and strengthening civil society and 
the private sector in general. It will host IT, Sustainable 
Agriculture and Renewable Energy Labs. NPE aims to create 
a Fair Trade platform between Cameroon and other 
countries and to monitor the impact of economic 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
in Cameroon. 
Among the projects under discussion with VSO and Peace 
Corps for connecting Diaspora groups include an Open 
World Café for serving organic food and drink produced in 
the Ndanifor Permaculture Demonstration Gardens as a 
source of income generation, e-Classrooms (connecting 
classrooms) ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Summer Workcamp for informing and stimulating debate 
on sustainability best practices and facilitating the exchange 
of ideas and cross-culture learning. Model Council Forest in 
Bafut for biodiversity conservation, commercial organic 
farming and climate change mitigation and adaptation. The 
Ndanifor Eco Lodge and Cafe in BWC Head quarters in 
Yaoundé will remain for developing a Commonwealth 
Cultural Center with conference room, guest house and 
students hostels for receiving international volunteers and 
researchers. 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ ¢ƘŜ ά¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƻǊƭŘέ 
International Summer Workcamp would be enlarged to 
include the North West and Far North Regions; the project 
will continue to bring young people from around the world, 
building collaborative partnerships and sharing ways to 
promote participation, accountability and effectiveness to 
young women and girls at all levels to deliver basic 
community services to the most needy. The Camp already 
serves BWC as a marketing media for ecological literacy and 
African cross-culture Non Formal Education model and 
transition stage towards poverty eradication and sustainable 
development. 
The Strategic Objective of the Mapping Process is to set up 
BWCs Women and Girls Education Centers and Education 
Programmes and Link up to Cameroon One World Linking 
Association (COWLA) platform for developing Northern 
countries awareness of the interdependent world of today 
and critical understanding of Africa's realities and its role in 
relation to a globalized society. The overall Goal being to 
hook up NPE programmes to Open Universities for building 
soft sills for industrial development in Cameroon. 
 
You can follow regular updates of our activities on Face 
Book www.facebook.com/betterworldcameroon 
                                                                          
 

Joshua KONKANKOH                                
 

 

EDITORAL 

 

BWC Director(centre), discusses the start of the Eco Village in Bafut, North 

West Region of Cameroon with VSO Mapping Expert Anelita Norona and 

regional volunteers in Bamenda. 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF BETTER WORLD CAMEROON 

TO NDANIFOR GARDENS UK TRUSTEES  

This letter is to express the gratitude of the team in Cameroon for your interest in helping us 

grow a new business Ndanifor Permaculture Eco-village (NPE) within the agreed new direction 

that came out of our last general assembly. We are also trying in our ways to find local support 

from people and organizations who believe in what we are doing. 

My new task from the Organizational Development Process is in fostering incremental change 

through resource mobilization and assessing the opportunities and risks associated with building 

NPE around non formal education, youth employment, environmental health and biodiversity 

conservation. 

My appeal is for us to renew our efforts in protecting this start off efforts, offshoot of Ndanifor 

Community Garden and the two-year Organizational Process with VSO from cultural, 

organizational and political obstacles. It is a must for me as BWC's Business and Partnerships 

Director who aspires to social entrepreneurship to learn and understand how to build new 

scalable ventures that make economic and commercial sense. 

Together with the Bamenda team, we have laid a solid foundation and I believe it is now a 

question of taking heed to see how we build on it a lasting and sustainable edifice through NPE. 

Having gone through the major challenges of floods and restructuring process, we are more 

matured and have found it most useful balancing theory and practice through Permaculture. 

We are committed and confident that NPE will increase access of information on sustainable 

development to unemployed youth, vulnerable children and women and provide assistance to 

good natural resource management initiatives and public-private partnerships. It is our belief 

that NPE will ensure the voice of orphans and vulnerable groups are heard and their effective 

participation in decision making. PNE will strengthen the technical and organizational capacities 

of other community based & women's groups involved. We will work in synergy with the Bafut 

council, North West Association of Sustainable Development Organizations (NWADO) and other 

community development programes in Cameroon to ensure good leadership, inclusiveness and 

mainstreaming gender and HIV/AIDS for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 

MDGs.                                             

Joshua KONKANKOH 
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MAKING WASH A TOOL OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT I N CAMEROON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

BWC & OSEAUNE organizations agreed 

to do the following:  

 1. Increase investment in WASH in schools 

ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ                                                                

2.   Engage those who set policies at the 

national, regional and local levels to 

support WASH activities.                    3.   

Sensitize multiple stakeholders for 

cooperative plans and actions that sustain 

WASH.                                                                

4. Demonstrate quality WASH programmes 

that yield a healthy environment.                                                     

5. Monitor WASH programmes to ensure 

accountability and evaluate progress.                                                            

6. Contribute evidence that provide a solid 

base for informed decision-making and 

effective financial investment for WASH 

activities.  

 We are inviting the rest of the world 

to join us in providing safe drinking 

water to under privileged children. 

 

The outbreak of Cholera in Cameroon in 

2010 made the government to sit up and 

put in place basic practical techniques to 

be used in day-to-day life to improve 

basic hygiene and curb the spread of this 

epidemic. This led to the intensification 

in implementing the UNICEF WASH 

(Water Sanitation and Hygiene) 

programme in Cameroon schools and 

communities. Following a ¦bL/9CΩǎ 

investigation on NGOs in Cameroon with 

experience in WASH and Eco-villages, 

Better World Cameroon (BWC) was 

spotted as active  in this domain. 

Realizing that all parties have a common 

interest around WASH, a 6 months 

convention was signed between BWC and 

OSEAUNE on the 18th April 2012 to develop 

a pilot model Eco-village in BWC 

Headquarters for the working group in 

Yaoundé to be used as a demonstration and 

training facility for WASH activities in 

Cameroon. Work immediately commenced 

with the construction of a Bio Sand Filter 

(BSF) at the BWC Ecological Literacy Centre 

as demonstration to improve the quality of 

rain and well water and make it portable. 

This will latter extend to our partner 

schools, BEF, and the Biyem Assi 

community where we will add wash hand 

basins and reserve  tanks for rain water 

harvesting.  

 

 

ATABE SENGE Laura  

 

This brought Della Dash, UNICEF 

International Consultant on WASH, 

alongside Kouotou Njoya Idriss, 

government WASH expert in Ministry of 

Secondary Education and Water Ingineer 

working with OSEAUNE (Association of 

Works of Solidarity for Water and 

Against Environmental Harmful Effects), 

Peace Corps Volunteers, Basic Education 

Foundation (BEF) pupils in Nsimeyong 

and American School of Yaoundé (ASOY) 

to BWC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bio Sand Filter working group with 

young Chief of Nsimeyong II 

.²/Ωǎ WASH action to improve 

sanitation in the Tam Tam 

neigbourhood 

Teaching girls how to build Bio Sand Filters 

 

 

 

Educating pupils on the mechanism of 

the BSF and the water cycle  

Greasing BSF mould to prepare for mounting 

Demonstration of the functioning of the BSF to the 
working group   
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BWC & YAOUNDE III CITY COUNCIL HAND IN HAND IN COMMUNITY 

FORESTRY & URBAN REGENERATION PROJECT 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to human activities on the 

environment which have led to 

ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŜƎǊŀŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

take corrective action in fast growing 

cities like Yaoundé to ensure sustainable 

urban planning and environmental 

health. 

 For this reason, Better World 

Cameroon (BWC) has been selected 

among several organizations in 

Cameroon to partner with Yaoundé III 

City Council to ensure that urban 

regeneration projects in the 

municipality are sustainable. A series of 

strategic planning meetings have led to 

the signing of a convention between 

BWC and Yaoundé III Council that allows 

BWC to act as sustainable develop 

adviser to the council in matters of 

biodiversity conservation,  urban 

regeneration, environmental protection 

and youth entrepreneurship. BWC 

visited the site on the 23rd April 2012 to 

draw a plan of action. In the first steps a 

sign board announcing the project will 

be put up and an event to launch the 

project organized in association with the 

media to raise awareness. 

 

 

 

Tree planting campaign with the youth 

has been adopted by BWC and 

Yaoundé III as a solution to mitigate 

climate change. Trees from the nursery 

will be used to beautify the city and 

nourish its population as vegetables 

and fruits will be included. Also, the 

large scale planting of moringa, one of 

the most medicinal plants will go a long 

way to mitigate climate change and 

ensure food security at the same time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Better World Students Nature Club 

has been enlisted as model of climate 

champions to give voice to the local 

population that will be sensitized to be 

directly involved and be trained on 

Agro forestry techniques and urban 

planning and to encourage the world to 

recognize the climate vulnerability of 

Africa that requires international 

advocacy to witnessing the strength, 

courage and creativity of young 

Africans facing the difficulties of 

livelihood and survival. 

WIR DIN Benice  

 

 
 BSNC@ Industrial Nursery site at the 

Nsam Efoulan Yaounde 

An ideal site (between road and stream) 

has been allocated by Yaoundé III to BWC 

to make an industrial nursery to serve the 

Yaoundé III locality. 

 

Project site, along Yaounde Douala high 
way where market gardening would be 
introduced to further greening of the city 
of Yaoundé 

 

Exploring the site and mapping project 

The project team noting some pertinent 
ideas to ensure the project is successful 
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This working relationship with the council 

started in August 2011 during .²/Ωǎ 

International Summer Workcamp when 

the Secretary General of Council, Mr. 

Assiga visited BWC to explore partnership 

relations. 

 

 
Mr. Assiga, SG of Yaoundé II Council                

(In yellow) 

 

Maintaining young Moringa oleifera 
plants 


